
Siskinite’s Weekly Post  
               November 04, 2016 

YOUR SMART DONATIONS AT WORK!  
 

 
Siskinites strike a DRAMATIC “DAB” at The Conservatory of Flowers! 

  	  
Important School Wide Announcements and Dates 

Thank you so much! 
You can CONTINUE TO donate on-line at www.WillowCreekAcademy.org/donate 
or by cash/check in the main office. Every single donation is appreciated. So, 
please consider giving an amount appropriate to your family. D.O.G. (Day Of 
Giving) calls are scheduled for October 28. Try to get your donation in before 
then! And I hear the new blue bumper stickers are on their way sometime next 
week. Thank you so much for your support! 
 

 
 

 
 



Room 6 Headlines 
 

                                                     PLANT SURVIVORS! 
Siskinites took a trip to the equatorial regions of the world! They were so excited about the 
diversity, size, texture, color, and other plant adaptations they observed hands-on! The 
tropical plants adaptations they observed were exponentially more dramatic, LIKE 
CARNIVOROUS PLANTS, than the ones they see in California native plants!  But.... we love 
our native plants! On their trip to the Conservatory of Flowers, students were introduced to 
the unique adaptation strategies plants have developed over time to survive in tropical 
environments. Students learned that an adaptation is the way a plant species has changed 
over generations to better survive in its environment. The plants they observed had special 
characteristics to help them survive in the wet, hot, and crowded tropics, very different from 
native plants in their everyday lives. 
 
Students usually assume an adaptation develops over the lifespan of a single plant or 
animal. Therefore, as students delve into our study of the internal and 
external structures/characteristics of plants and animals during November and December for 
the Wildstyle Runway project, I will avoid referring to a plant or animal as “adapting," which 
infers that the plant or animal actually thinks about adapting and then takes action to do so. 
Instead, I will talk about adaptations as internal or external characteristics or structures that 
have developed over many thousands of generations of plants and animals. 
 
On the trip, students learned that the adaptations they observed helped plants meet their 
basic needs as a plant species. In the Conservatory’s Adaptation tours, these needs are 
referred to as “SWAN”: 
S- Sunlight manufactures food energy through the process of photosynthesis. 
W-Water, usually taken up through the roots, helps the plant move nutrients through the 
plant. 
A-Air is necessary for the photosynthesis process. It allows the plant to take in carbon 
dioxide and release oxygen. 
N- Nutrients from the soil and decaying plants and insects are absorbed through the roots 
and help the plant grow strong. 
As they tour the Conservatory, the Jungle Guides discussed which of these needs were 
easily met in the tropics and which were not, and the resulting plant adaptation. 

 
MARINE SCIENCE INSTITUTE BIOMIMICY PROGRAM 

On Friday, students switched gears and observed some very special unique native marine 
wildlife and learned more about biomimicry. Through hands-on observations of live animals, 
students learned how to identify and analyze adaptations that can be mimicked to solve 
human challenges. 
During the first hour, young marine biologists examined live animals and learned about their 
unique adaptations. They recorded their scientific ideas and observations.  During the 
second session, students focused on applying biomimetic concepts. The culmination was a 
final design challenge. This challenge required students to apply their knowledge of 
adaptations to creating sustainable solutions for an imaginary research station. They 
designed elements that addressed mobility, energy, waste management, and other 



requirements. The students’ final designs were completed in small teams, and presented to 
the class. 
 

SPECIAL GUEST 
What could be more meaningful than learning about editing from a professional editor? 
Susan Blatty, a special guest and who will be working twice a month with students came to 
the class and shared her craft with students!  She is an editor for a large textbook company. 
She is also a passionate writer herself and has written several manuscripts, one that she 
read last year to my third-grade class. This year, she will be joining writer's workshop time! 
Students will be able to share and receive feedback on their writing from a true editor! 
Susan is a WCA neighbor, living at the Willows, and we are so lucky to have her back this 
year! 
 
                                           READING WILLOWS BOOK CLUBS 
Reading Willows Book clubs are off and running and preparing for they’re third meeting!  The 
three different clubs are having fun, stretching their reading skills, and most importantly 
loving the book they are reading! 

WILDSTYLE IS COMING SOON! 
On November 8th, we will begin a science project called "Wild Style."  Please continue 
to collect really cool used clothing for animal costumes! Old shirts, hats, pants, shoes, 
gloves, scarves... Clothes with holes, clothes with tears, clothes with unpopular sports 
team logos... We'll take them all! 

DRIVING QUESTIONS: 
How can we design clothes that are adapted like animals? (In other words, design 
clothes that reflect the structure and function of a specific animal adaptation). 

The fourth graders did a similar project last year, but we have changed it in many 
ways! The fourth graders will be doing this project too, but will focus on more complex 
internal and external structures.   
There will be a lot of research for students to do first, but I am letting you know ahead 
of time so you can begin collecting! Please do not send the clothing to school before 
November 4th! I have no space in the room right now! I'll let you know when to send it 
in.  

 
 

Field trips and special school and classroom events 
 
 
November Depart/Return Destination Transportation Content 

Wednesday 
11/9/16 
 

8:30-2:00 Gulf of 
Farallones  
At Your 
School 
Program 

At School Shark Mobile 
Classroom program 
explores the biology and 
natural history of sharks 
from around the world 



through shark artifacts and 
film. Students will discuss 
shark myths and observe 
real footage of white shark 
research at the Farallon 
Islands. 
 

Thursday 
11/17/16 

8:30-2:00 Gulf of 
Farallones  
At Your 
School 
Program 

At School Seabird  
Shuffle 
Students will learn about local 
seabirds, Study the 
fascinating life cycle of a 
common murre by playing a 
life-size "chutes n' ladders" 
game in this 60-minute 
program. The instructor will 
lead a discussion on ways 
that your students can have a 
positive effect on the ocean 
and its ecosystems. 
 

Friday 
11/18/16 
 

10:00-1:20 Gulf of 
Farallones 
Crissy 
Fields 

Carpool 3rd Grade - Suitcase for 
Survival 

Explore how marine plants 
and animals are adapted to 
their environment. 

4th Grade - Pass the Plankton 

Learn how plankton fuels the 
ocean web of life- something 
so little has such a large role 
in the Bay Area marine 
ecosystem. 

Tuesday 
11/29/16 

8:30-12:20 Poets in the 
Gallery 
Place of 
Legion 

Carpool Devorah Major, poet and 
teacher, and other Bay Area 
poets will lead students 
through two 90-minute 
sessions at the de Young and 
the Legion of Honor. Students 
will participate in a variety of 
writing exercises designed to 
raise their awareness of the 
art objects they are viewing 
and to sharpen their ability to 
use language effectively to 



interpret what they are seeing 
and experiencing around 
them. 

 
 

Fourth Grade Environmental Learning Program (ELP) Overnight Information 
 

STILL LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS! 
 

If you missed the info meeting on Wednesday Night, here are a few details! Regarding Ms. 
Thompson and Ms. Siskin’s Overnight. 
If you are interested in coming on this trip. As soon as we have our parent team secured, the 
fun begins! We will have another meeting where parents pick stations, and we begin training 
and preparation for the trip.  We will also need volunteers to help prepare. Watch for a message 
from 4th grade room parents. 
 
Overnight date; Tuesday, 1/31- Wednesday 2/1 
Time: Leave campus at 9am, return to campus following day at 11am 
  
The 6 working stations that we need parent volunteers for: 
1. Cooking 
2. Basket weaving 
3. Candle making 
4. Wood working 
5. Spinning/ weaving 
6. Leatherwork 
 
We need 12 volunteers, so its 2 adults per station. One parent moves with the group, one that 
runs the station itself. 
 
Parents will alternate being “photographer.” 
 
Teachers will be floaters to help support stations and prepare for evening fiesta. 
 
Sad news: 
No cell phones out. It can be on vibrate in your pocket but children can’t see you on it because 
we are doing things “true to time.” Yes, cameras are not true to time. Oh well! 

 
     

Homework Assignments 
             • Is assigned on Friday and due one week later! 
            • Have your child choose an online math option at least three times a week!  
 

Mandatory Homework 
 •Please remind your child put their name on their work 

•Please have your child write in complete sentences including 
•Responses to Scholastic News activities 
•Encourage capitalization and end of sentence punctuation!  



•Have your child read their written work aloud when editing to listen for clarity 
and content 

 
 

Family Project: Read Time For Kids issue: Inspired By Nature and complete activities 

Cursive: letter: f 

Reading log and discussion questions: Read 30 minutes nightly and choose three 
discussion questions to answer. Fourth graders: Choose at least two discussion 
questions to write and record in your “homework” Reading log 

Scholastic News:  no assignment this week  

Differentiated “Assign Myself” HW:  TERC worksheet pages; Capture 5, Close to 100 (3rd 
grade), Close to 1,000 (4th grade) 

 
Optional Assignments 

 

Spelling:  Spelling BEE words: prefixes (coming soon!) 
Spelling City  
https://www.spellingcity.com/ 

Math: Prodigy 
https://prodigygame.com/Play/ 
XtraMath 
https://xtramath.org 
Khan Academy  
https://www.khanacademy.org/ 
TERC Investigation  
https://www.pearsonrealize.com  
username: student google address 
Password:third12345 OR  fourth12345 
Go to class 
Go to assignments 
Or Explore! 

Reading K-3rd 
grade:  
 
 

Bookflix 
http://auth.grolier.com/login/bookflix/login.php 
Password: wcacademy 
Username: wcacademy 

Reading 3rd-8th 
grade:  
 
 

Trueflix 
http://trueflix.scholastic.com    
Password: wcacademy 
Username: wcacademy 

Keyboard skills:  Dance Mat Typing  



 http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/z3c6tfr 
 

MATH WORKSHOP 
 

  
Exploring 1,0000-10,000 Exploring 10-1000 

  
What are students doing and learning? 

 

•Morning Math and Number Talks  
•3rd-Building 1,000; using knowledge of place value to add, subtract, and round numbers 
through 100 
•4th- using knowledge of place value to add, subtract, and round numbers through 
10,000 
 

 
 

WRITER’S WORKSHOP 
 

 
 

What are students doing and learning?  
 

•Creating a Storyteller’s Voice; using show, not tell  
• Drafting small moment stories about objects 
•Third graders work on their “Day in the Life” of a Miwok living in Liwanelowa 
narratives. 
•Narrative writing: writing stories based on our field trips 
• Nonfiction note-taking strategies 
•Word choice: using proper nouns and adjectives to add details (including factual information) 
that enhance, extend, and clarify thoughts, ideas, and feelings communicated through writing 
•Hyaku: focus on syllabication, stretching vocabulary by using specific nouns, adjectives, and 
verbs 



                                                         READER’S WORKSHOP 
 

What are students doing and learning? 
 

• California Weekly (4th grade): The First Californians 
• “Day in the Life” of a Miwok living in Liwanelowa narratives 
• Reading Willows Book Club Meetings 
• Traditional Pourquoi and How and Why Stories  
•  Island of the Blue Dolphins Novel Study 
• Continuation stories 
• Reading and recording important details  
• Narrative story elements: literary analysis 

 
SCIENCE  

 

 
Learning in the real world classroom! 

 
What are students doing and learning? 

• Adaptive internal and external structures of plants and animals  
• Biomimicry 
• Human Brain and learning 
• Inherited traits and human selection 

 
 
 

 
 



FARM TO TABLE WITH BARBARA  
What are students doing and learning? 
 

 
 

 
Farmers harvest green tomatoes at the end of the season to make fried green 
tomatoes! 
 
 

SOCIAL STUDIES 
 

 
 

Students loved celebrating the Day of the Dead! 



 
 

What are students doing and learning? 
 

•Miwok Geocache Projects 
•California Dreamers explore the First Californians in their “expert” regions 
 

The Driving Question: 
How can we as archaeologists, use evidence to answer mysteries about California and 
Sausalito’s past?  
Young archaeologists will spend the fall digging for clues about the past through 
experiential learning on field trips, while reading books back in class, by analyzing 
primary sources such as letters, journals, paintings, photographs etc. to learn more 
about the physical geography of California and Sausalito/Bay Region. Beneath that layer 
of understanding, like anthropologists they will uncover clues about the first 
Californians, Native Americans who lived in Sausalito and Marin and in the different 
regions of California. Third and fourth graders will compare and contrast their research 
to better help them understand that the environment in which a group of people live in 
influences what they make and do, the culture of a group of people. The final project will 
be the creation of “cultural” geocaches with archaeological catalogues. Student 
catalogues will describe each artifact in their geocache, the location it was found, 
material it was made from, and its cultural significance.  The fourth graders will create 
geocaches that depict Native Americans from different CA regions and third graders, 
different LIFEWAYS of the Coastal Miwok.  
 

 
 

LIFE SKILL TOOL OF THE MONTH  
 

What are students doing and learning?  
 

EMPATHY 

•Siskintes will learn to give and receive “I Messages” to build empathy for each other! 
 
 

SNEAK PREVIEW OF THE WEEK 
 

What will students be doing and learning? 
 

Math: TERC INVESTIGATIONS:  
Travel Stories and Collections: understanding and extending knowledge of place value 
through addition and subtraction to 1,000 
Large numbers and Landmarks:  addition and subtraction strategies including American 
Extending place value knowledge to 1,00,000;  
3rd and 4th grade:  
Writing:  A Storyteller’s Voice Shows and Does Not Tell: using a checklist of criteria to revise 



•Nouns: proper, common, pronoun, collective, abstract  
•Words Their Way: plural nouns that add es and s 
Reading:  Reading Willows Book Clubs are every Tuesday!  Traditional “ How and Why” 
short stories; Island of the Blue Dolphins (4th); Nonfiction science trade books 
Social studies: Human and physical geography; First Californians: Miwok and California 
Expert Projects 
Science: native plants and animals, geology, inherited traits; internal and external adaptive 
structures of plants and animals, biomimicry 

 
 
 
  
 
 


